
 

 

 

Introduction: In preparation for meeting EDF CEO Simone Rossi, Alison 

Downes and Paul Collins, Co Chairs of TEAGS and Charles Macdowell, 

B1122 Action Group Chair (also a TEAGS Steering Group member) 

visited Hinkley Point on 28 August. We spoke at length to Parish and 

District Councillors (West Somerset) and residents of Stogursey and 

surrounding hamlets of Shurton and Burton, which are adjacent to the 

construction site. We toured the on-site accommodation campus with 

EDF and HOST Somerset (the company that runs the site) and visited 

Bridgwater where we viewed the Sedgemoor off-site campus and spoke 

to the Leader of Bridgwater Town Council and staff about impacts. The 

following day, Paul Collins had a full tour of the construction site. 

 

Summary: We were shocked by our findings, which included a number 

we had not previously appreciated - such as the extent to which the impacts are felt by the wider area, and 

the 24-hour nature of activities associated with the build - along with those we were expecting, such as 

noise, congestion and light pollution. Whilst there are many similarities between the two sites, there are 

also some significant differences, in particular Sizewell’s proximity to unique environmentally-sensitive 

habitats and internationally-protected sites, that amplify the challenges faced by EDF in planning new twin 

reactors here. The compact nature of the Hinkley Point site - which is roughly rectangular in shape with 

most of the laydown and construction areas immediately adjacent and inland of the two reactor platforms 

being built - is very different to Sizewell - which is elongated, requires a much longer jetty, rail access, and 

only has bridge or causeway access to the proposed platforms - and prevents EDF from treating Sizewell C 

& D as a “mirror” of Hinkley Point. The problems evident at Hinkley Point demonstrate just how much EDF 

needs to change and adapt its proposals to avoid replicating these at Sizewell. The visit has really helped us 

to understand what to expect in our own area, where Stage 3 consultations are expected very early in 

2019. 

 

  

 



Impacts on day-to-day lives: Local people living on the doorstep of one of the biggest construction projects 

in Europe gave us examples of how their lives have changed: almost a quarter of Shurton households have 

moved away; flyparking by workers living in the community is affecting villages and causing resentment; 

journeys into the nearest town, Bridgwater, can take double the time; and noise and congestion has 

become a constant problem, preventing locals from opening their windows over this very hot summer. 

Communities also told us how challenging it is to get EDF to both stick to promises made and be more 

proactive about sorting out difficulties, as well as how limited is the company’s ability to stop some of the 

negative impacts, such as rat-running and private housing rental.  

 

● Blight: we were told the nearest hamlet (Shurton) has lost 12 out of 52 households due to Hinkley 

Point (EDF bought 9 properties), with the main cause being concern about noise/disruption. 

 

● Other examples of lifestyle changes include not walking or horse-riding on local roads; not visiting 

family; putting the dog in the car for a walk elsewhere instead of walking from home. 

 

● Locals warned us to be watchful for changes to EDF’s plans made at DCO, or even after DCO, 

including “caps” that are inserted that give EDF inflated options, even if it appears that concessions 

may have been made, e.g. Lorry numbers were reduced, then increased from 500 to 750/day.  

 

● Noise - Locals say ambient noise pre-construction was about 35db - and told us the day-time limit 

is supposed to be 65db, night-time 42db, but these are averaged out, so intermittent noise peaks 

(caused by pile drivers etc) in excess of these don’t necessarily take the average over the limits. 30 

people have taken up free state-of-the-art noise cancelling earplugs from EDF at £500/set. 

 

● The levels of light pollution are a major change to the local environment. 

 

● Worker Behaviour - while there were no reports of this being a major problem, Bridgwater Town 

Hall staff told there were a few times when people “got rowdy” over the bank holidays. 

 

Transport Issues: Even though EDF has funded a bypass for Cannington, 

the one village on the C182 road to Hinkley Point (photo right), truck 

and bus traffic on that road is quite badly affecting other surrounding 

villages and lanes. Joining the C182 is scary and dangerous despite some 

junction improvements, for villages such as Stogursey and Shurton. 

Congestion slows journey times, and is causing rat-running. Villages also 

have to put up with buses collecting workers from rented accomodation 

running 24 hours, full or empty. These problems will affect a wide area 

around Sizewell, in addition to the issues over the B1122 itself. 

Compared with the B1122, which has three villages, there are roughly a 

dozen houses spread along the 6.5 miles of the C182 between the A39 

at Cannington and site. 

 

● 30 buses run each day through Stogursey village, for example. Locals told us that drivers are not 

adhering to drop-off points but stopping where requested. (Parish Council were originally told it 

would be 15 minibuses/day). Buses run 24 hours, often are empty. Pick ups from many locations to 

site, not just P&R. Buses stop and run through Stogursey through the night according to shift 

patterns, e.g. 2 am. People on the high street with windows open complain of noise - not just buses 

stopping and starting, but also waiting workers and idling buses. 
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● Shurton residents told us that EDF says it cannot stop traffic - 
apart from lorries - coming through the village; buses, cars, 

minibuses, vans are all either allowed or unregulated. These 

problems will affect us in Suffolk. 
 

● Congestion: Residents find it difficult to get out onto the main 

road from the village and are forced to use narrow back roads - 

as do some workers and contractors. They told us traffic issues 

extend widely (towards the M5). 

 

● Flyparking is causing congestion in villages: there has been a 

significant increase in cars per property as rooms or whole 

houses are rented to workers. Older residents choose to use 

the Post Office 3 miles away as it is difficult to park at the one in 

their village. EDF says the project will be good for business, but local people claim this is offset by 

how people cannot access local businesses, food shops etc. For an important appointment, it is 

necessary to allow 1hr to get to Bridgwater (previously 30 minutes). 

 

● Bridgwater Town Council asked for a by-pass, but EDF is instead making adjustments (locals called 

it “tweaking”) to the road and junctions, taking up to 6 months at a time. Local traders complain 

they have been badly affected and cannot last out until the benefits are supposed to be felt. Note 

that Bridgwater has TWO exits from the M5 - the Town Clerk commented that problems with 

construction traffic would be a lot worse without this. Suffolk will only have the A12 and the 

B1122. 

 

Accommodation: At Hinkley Point EDF has 1,500 campus 

beds split across two sites, it being assumed that many 

workers will come from Bristol and Bridgwater. 510 beds 

are right outside the site and 986 within walking distance 

of Bridgwater town centre. The Hinkley Point campus 

(right) is roughly the same distance, as the crow flies, from 

Shurton as Eastbridge is from proposed location of Sizewell 

C & D campus; approximately 500m. 

 

● EDF confirms that use of the campus is not 

obligatory, even for essential workers. Bedrooms 

are strictly single occupancy and spouses/partners or other visitors are not allowed in to the social 

facilities either. Workers have to go off-site if they want a change in company. 

 

● The Bridgwater site is not finished but should open in early December. On-site campus is prioritised 

for critical workers. At peak, EDF expects a quarter of the workforce to be in the two campuses.  

 

● On the basis of the modules used for Hinkley Point, we calculate that to accommodate 2,400 

workers at the Eastbridge site, over 70 units three storeys high would be required; if the modules 

were 4 storeys high this would be 53 units, and at 5-storeys 43 units would be needed. EDF 

claims a mix of heights will be used, so this would likely amount to at least 50 accommodation 

blocks. 
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● EDF has previously told TEAGS that the management of potential contractor companies “don’t like” 

the approach taken at Hinkley, and that that is a major factor in deciding the strategy proposed at 

Sizewell. However, since there is no track record yet available at Hinkley Point, this opinion is 

premature (the onsite campus - right - only 

opened in June and is as yet only half full. The 

Bridgwater Campus will not open until December). 

We query why the wishes of the contractors 

override the views of local people in any case?  

 

● Although the units at Bridgwater (below) will not 

be permanent and converted to student 

accommodation as previously suggested, the 

layout has been planned and the infrastructure 

has been installed so that the site can be used 

immediately for regular housing, which is a legacy. There are a number of sites within 5 miles of 

Sizewell, that are designated for housing, and on 

which this legacy approach could be adopted. 

 

● Residents in Stogursey and Shurton estimate 

there are about 55 workers living in rented 

accommodation in Stogursey (the population of 

the village is about 700.) They believe these and 

other workers have a preference to live in a 

community rather than segregated in a sterile 

hotel-like environment, unable to invite family or 

friends back into the campus-style accommodation. 
 

● EDF had to pay Sedgemoor district council £400,000 in compensation  in early 2018 after the 1

number of workers in local communities exceeded agreed limits. 

 

Environmental impacts: There was insufficient time to look at environmental impacts in detail. Whilst 

Hinkley Point is being built in a beautiful rural area, the Sizewell site - as stated in the introduction - is more 

complex environmentally, as a result of the sensitive habitats surrounding the site.  

 

● At Hinkley Point all the unusable spoil excavated 

during the build has been buried in the Holford 

Valley at the south east of the construction site. It 

is unclear where all the unusable spoil will end up 

from Sizewell with indications that some would 

possibly go to Wallasea Island and some be buried 

in the excavated borrow pits. Wallasea Island 

transport requires the jetty, as it is only accessible 

by sea. If there are issues with the jetty, it is 

unclear how this material would leave the site or 

where it would end up. One possibility is that all 

four borrow pits would be required. 

1 http://www.bridgwatermercury.co.uk/news/16052694.EDF_forced_to_pay___440_000_to_council_after_more_workers_than_allowed_move_to_village/  
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Recommendations:  

Based on the feedback from local people and elected representatives, drawing on their experience of 

dealing with EDF, we have drawn up the following recommendations: 

 

● Robust, clear positions by the relevant Councils are essential, and a joint Council response to EDF’s 

Stage 3 consultations is strongly recommended.  

 

● All stakeholders must consistently emphasise that EDF’s proposals must reflect the very special 

circumstances of Sizewell’s unique surrounding environment. 

 

● All consultees should make strenuous efforts to ensure that any concessions made by EDF are 

obtained in writing. 

 

● Accommodation: elected representatives and consultees should continue to oppose the single 

onsite campus, and advocate the utilisation of sites designated for housing, but with an 

infrastructure legacy, as employed in Bridgwater.  

 

● Transport: elected representatives and consultees should continue to make the case for a 

dedicated relief road; it should be noted that there is likely to be local opposition to mini-bypasses 

on the B1122 and we maintain that these will not solve problems such as the Yoxford junction. 

 

● EDF should be pressed to confirm which studies have been completed and which are not. Stage 3 

consultations should be delayed until all impact assessments have been completed. 

 

● GPS Trackers that are shortly to be used for HGV vehicles at Hinkley Point, replacing ANPR cameras 

on their designated routes, should be used at Sizewell C & D, and should also be used for all 

workers’ transport buses; such buses should also be restricted to designated routes. 

 

● Long-term, if the Sizewell C & D build goes ahead, there must be considerable emphasis placed on 

the necessity for EDF to be more proactive monitoring and rapid response to problems, including 

those mentioned above, for example the functioning of noise monitors, control of fly-parking, and 

monitoring of private accommodation rentals and so on.  
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